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Background 

The MBDS (Mekong Basin Disease Surveillance) cooperation is a self-organized sub-
regional network commenced in 2001 among six Mekong Basin countries (and provinces of 
China), including Cambodia, Yunnan (and, since 2006, Guangxi) provinces of China, Lao 
PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam. It aims to strengthen national and sub-regional 
capabilities in infectious disease surveillance and outbreak response, especially on 18 
currently designated priority diseases, to rapidly and effectively control them.  

The cooperation focuses on collaborative cross-border disease surveillance and response 
activities, through programming at approximately 25 designated “cross-border sites” and 
implementation of seven core strategies aimed at building capacity and advancing 
programming in the following areas: (1) cross-border cooperation, (2) animal-human 
interface and community surveillance, (3) human resources in epidemiology, (4) information 
and communications technologies, (5) laboratory, (6) risk communications, and (7) policy 
research. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MBDS Ministerial MOU (2007) 

 

 



The MBDS network operates based on its core values of mutual respect and trust. A new 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) signed by MBDS health ministers in May 2007 in 
Geneva renewed the formal cooperation for an indefinite period of time. MBDS leadership 
endorsed a new Master Plan for 2011-2016 which encompasses the seven core strategies. 
Moreover, MBDS leaders have also emphasized the need to align MBDS programming with 
requirements of the International Health Regulations (IHR 2005), to build core capacities to 
respond promptly and effectively to Public Health Emergencies of International Concern 
(PHEIC).  

Creation of the MBDS Foundation 

After close to ten years of existence, the Mekong Basin Disease Surveillance (MBDS) 
Network, composed of six countries (Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam), have decided to institutionalize the network into a legal entity. The 
institutionalization process, which has been agreed to by all the six member countries, 
consists of setting up a foundation in Thailand as an intermediary step in building long-term 
sustainability to the MBDS network. The foundation has been registered in Thailand and 
serves as the legal entity for the MBDS network.   

The setting-up of the MBDS Foundation is a milestone for the MBDS network. It represents a 
crucial step for the long-term sustainability of the MBDS network because, by becoming a 
legal entity foundation in Thailand, By registering a foundation in Thailand, the MBDS 
network is now represented by a legal entity which can receive donor funding and channel 
the funds to all six member countries and the Secretariat.  

The MBDS Foundation has been created recently and it needs to develop into a strong entity 
in order to support its six member countries. The MBDS Foundation’s Secretariat Office 
(SO), based in Bangkok, will play the crucial coordinating role between the member 
countries, as well as mobilizing resources and donor support to support country-based as well 
as network activities. 

  


