Minutes of Zika planning meeting
Wednesday 17th February 2016

7-8am

Present

Franklin Apfel
Petra Dickmann

Nigel Lightfoot

Emma Orefuwa
Koren Wolman-Tardy

Apologies

Pasakorn Sewi

Mariano Romano

1. Update from Fondation Merieux

Koren Wolman-Tardy provided an update on the Global Research Collaboration for Infectious Disease Preparedness (GLOPID-R) alliance, started by the European Commission and  funded by Horizon 2020.  The University of Oxford and Fondation Merieux are co-running the secretariat for this initiative. The goal is to bring together research funders in the event of a disease outbreak of pandemic potential. GLOPID-R has been in existence for two years, and was structured with a team a year ago.

The major outputs of this initiative include a readiness plan -which a team from International Severe Acute Respiratory and Emerging Infection Consortium (ISRAIC) based at the University of Oxford has been working on, and a large mapping exercise.
The mapping exercise, reviews lessons learned and research from the recent Ebola epidemic. Key elements of the exercise include looking at how research funders interacted with scientists and the bottlenecks to channelling funding to projects. The goal is for researchers to be able to come together within 48 hours of an outbreak to identify research priorities. At the onset of the Zika outbreak in Brazil in late November, the opportunity was taken to test readiness plans developed by ISRAIC. A recent development is that authorisation has been given by the consortium to start a Zika resource page. A meeting is scheduled for March 2016 in Washington DC where all 21 GLOPID-R members will attend to review  and approve the readiness plan, discuss Ebola research, and establish ways of working together on the Zika outbreak.
On the GlOPID-R website, there is a listing of all research funding opportunities. 
GlOPID-R funding opportunities: http://www.glopid-r.org/find-out-about-our-work/funding-opportunities/
 

ISARIC’s Zika resource site:

https://zikainfection.tghn.org/research-tools-and-resources/
More information about GLoPID-R

http://www.glopid-r.org/about-us/
Nigel Lightfoot stressed that CORDS’ primary focus is the collation of information, not research. That being said it, Nigel stressed that it would be very helpful for Koren to report to the consortium what CORDS is doing.  Koren agreed to monitor CORDS activities and channel these to GLoPID-R, in case there are any activities that are interesting or relevant for CORDS. 

One of the consortium’s objectives is to find out which experts can be tapped into if there is a big outbreak, and some of these experts may be present in CORDS.
2. Update from MBDS

Pasakorn Sewi provided an update from MBDS in absentia. He reported that the overall situation in Thailand remains stable.  Surveillance guidelines have been distributed, and a number of field epidemiologists have been oriented by teleconference in Thailand.  There is no abnormal increase in microcephalus and doctors have started to discuss other possible causes, could it be the chemical used to kill the mosquitoes?

On the preparedness and legislation front - Thailand has announced Zika to be a top priority and must report to the government (Ministry of Public Health). Full scale surveillance has been activated.

3. Next steps

Petra Dickmann reported on the next steps for the Zika information sharing group. CORDS HQ will reach out to the networks to elucidate what kind of activities they are undertaking in five dimensions (genomics, clinical surveillance, environmental health, animal/vector and public health), establish what the data gaps are, and gather networks recommendations for addressing key questions. Following this, the physical format of data available will be determined and whether it is fit for sharing with others. Networks will be supported to develop a simple, joint format for data sharing.
Nigel recommended a phased approach to the steps outlined above; one that begins with information sharing among networks in the first instance (as networks have begun to do), with the aspiration to share concrete datasets in the near future, following face to face discussions at the Network Chairs meeting in Istanbul. 
Action: Networks are requested to complete the short Zika information survey and send to CORDS HQ by 23rd February 2016 in order to drive further discussions at the Network Chairs meeting in Istanbul where there will be a half day session on Zika. 
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