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o ~1.8 billion people lives in South Asia region

o Bangladesh and India are the most two densely 

populated countries

o Global Hotspot for EID!

South Asia

Jones et. al., Nature



??

Presents greater threat to whole world!

Why South Asia needs to be engaged!



SA OH Disease Surveillance Network

o An inaugural workshop was conducted 11-13 Dec 2017 in 

Bangkok - organized by FAO and Ending Pandemics

SA OH Disease Surveillance Network

Hi - Finally we are here!



SA OH Disease Surveillance Network

Vision

We, the eight countries in South Asia, 

envision a future where regional 

cooperation allows every country to find, 

verify, and respond to outbreaks fast 

enough to prevent local emergence from 

becoming a public health emergency of 

international concern

SA OH Disease Surveillance 
Network



SA OH Disease Surveillance Network

Governance Structure

Founding Members
(All workshop participants)

Interim Technical Advisory Group
(2 agencies + Volunteer Experts)

Interim Coordination Unit
(Interim Regional 

Network Facilitator)

Full-fledged 
South Asia OH Network Secretariat

Upon successful completion 
of 1 yr. interim period

Developed the roadmap



SA OH Disease Surveillance Network

o Functional and effective disease surveillance systems are in 

place to detect outbreaks in a timely manner

o Adequate capacity for rapid containment of disease 

outbreaks locally and regionally

o Information are shared between sectors and across borders 

between countries

o Network of highly trained experts in disease surveillance and 

outbreak management in place for rapid mobilization

o Collaborative researches are initiated on a priority basis

o Building trust and sharing resources

o Continued training program of young professionals in place 

Expected Benefits



SA OH Disease Surveillance Network

Need donor support to:

o organize priority activities to keep this network 

engaged and active

o carry out advocacy to gain bureaucratic and 

political support

Support needed for this nascent network


